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Writing an analysis: quoting properly

The golden rule of writing a good analysis is to back up your points. You
can do this by quoting from the text. How does this work in English?
Check it out with the help of the following tips.

Golden rules for quoting properly

# Rule no. 1 Choose your quotes carefully to back up your point.

# Rule no. 2 Be precise! Give the exact words only.

# Rule no. 3 Include your quotes in your text.

# Rule no. 4 Use quotation marks (inverted commas) to introduce and

end your quotes.

Remember: in English, quotation marks are usually written
like this: “...”

# Rule no. 5 State where your quote comes from by giving (the) line(s).

V

There are different ways of including quotes in your
text. Here are two examples.

examples Example no. 1

Allie seems to be very nervous at the beginning of her speech
in front of the audience. When speaking to the audience “her
legs were shaky” (I. 9) and she “took a deep breath” (I. 1).

Example no. 2

Later on, Allie is getting more confident as she is talking to the audience. She even tries to involve
them by asking them direct questions: “Wouldn’t it be more fun to find out?”(l. 21).

Example no. 3 (for experts)

Indirect guote Direct quote
Allie is afraid the audience <:> The text says that Allie
could realise that she is nervous (ll. 9-10) “hoped the audience

wouldn’t notice” (ll. 9-10)
how nervous she is.

Vary your writing style by using different ways of quoting.




