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Word nerd — Checkliste fiir Schiilerinnen und Schiler

Golden rules for staying in control

There are a number of things you can do to improve your vocabulary.
The following tips will help you.

Guess the meaning of words from the context. For example: "I'm skint at the
moment, so | can't afford to go shopping with you." What could skint mean here?

Get creative, e.g. learn vocabulary in phrases, visualise words in your
head, or use mnemonic methods* instead of trying to memorise new
words.

Use apps or flashcards for learning words. You can keep a stack of
flashcards on you or use an app to quiz yourself whenever you have
a few minutes (for example, on the bus).

Work with new words, don't just look at them. Check how they are
used in context. Pronounce the words and spell them. Study the

meaning of the words. Create your own sentences using the words.
Read, write and repeat phrases to help your brain remember them.

Look up words. Check your understanding of a word with the help of a
dictionary, app, or online.

Use English input outside the classroom. Examples: videos on YouTube, English
language films/series/books/music/games, social networks

* mnemonic device - a way of making it easier to learn things (called "Eselsbriicken" in German).
For example: think of the two words 'desert' and 'dessert' - which one is something to eat, and
which one has lots of sand? Just remember that people always want more ice-cream and not so
much hot sand. The word with two letter 's' in it ('dessert') is the word for something you want
to have more of, and 'desert' (with one 's') is like the Sahara - you want less of it.
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